Wednesday, February 16, 2022

Lafayette Volunteer

Opportunities

Lafayette has openings on the following
Commissions and Committees

» Capital Projects Assessment (CPAC)

¢ Community Center Foundation

» Citizen Advisory Committee to CCTA

* Downtown Street Improvement (DSIMPIC)
* Environmental Task Force

» Parks, Trails & Recreation Commission

* Public Art Committee

* Transportation & Circulation Commission

For additional information on these volunteer
positions visit the city’s website
www.lovelafayette.org
Hot Topics
Or e-mail City Clerk Joanne Robbins,
jrobbins@lovelafayette.org

Positions open until filled.

www.lamorindaweekly.com

Single-income renters

... continued from Page A2

To be on time before she had
access to a car, Shameka de-
parted before sunrise. During
the pandemic when Shameka’s
hours were cut, she lost her
apartment and found herself
couch surfing and in some
cases sleeping in her car.

“It was hard. It was really
hard,” Shameka recalls. “Some
days I broke down and cried
and then I thought about my
children. That’s what kept me
going.”

While Shameka would love
to have the option of living in a
community like Lafayette for
the sake of her kids’ education
and the close proximity to her
job, it’s a nearly unimaginable
idea for her. Shameka’s hopes
are simple yet profound: “Just
to be stable.”

Natalie Oleas, the Family
Justice Center’s central direc-
tor, says struggles like these are
commonplace in the Bay Area:
“We’ve seen a lot of single par-
ent households struggling and
a lot of people staying in situa-
tions where DV (domestic vio-
lence) is a factor and where
their safety is at risk simply
because they have no place to
go.”

The Family Justice Center
is a hub where clients can get
resources and support relating
to anything from legal services
to counseling to assistance ap-
plying for and accessing health
and human resources benefits
like food stamps. In the hous-
ing realm, outside of connect-
ing clients with low-income
listings that often have long
waitlists and in some cases of-
fering temporary financial as-
sistance, Oleas says finding a
long-term solution is compli-
cated.

“We try to get creative and
explore ways that clients can
be resourceful like staying with
family members (if they have
family in the area) or renting
along with another single par-
ent,” Oleas says.

Jeremy Levine is the direc-
tor of Inclusive Lafayette, a
volunteer community group

that focuses on local inclusive
housing. Levine says it's tragic
that the people who teach chil-
dren, provide service and care
for the community can’t afford
to live in the community.

While Levine says there’s
not necessarily an immediate
solution for renters who are
being priced out, he’s hopeful
about the city’s commitment to
bring more housing to
Lafayette in the years to come.
“The more people we have of
different backgrounds (and life
experiences) living in
Lafayette, the better the com-
munity will be,” Levine says.

Lafayette City Council
Member Wei-Tai Kwok says ac-
cessible and affordable hous-
ing is a cornerstone to building
an inclusive Lafayette, but it is
not necessarily an easy issue to
tackle.

“Homeowners no doubt
are delighted by rising home
values, but existing renters are
not fans of rising rents,” Kwok
says. “The growing economic
gap between the ‘haves’ and
the ‘have-nots’ is not good for
society and so personally I fa-
vor efforts to achieve a more
diverse housing supply from
low to median levels.”

Kwok and Levine agree
that while addressing housing
insecurity in Lafayette is of the
utmost importance, figuring
out the best way to do it is the
challenge. With $400 per
square foot construction costs,
even a 500 square foot unit
with free land would cost
$200,000 to build.

“Success will require mul-
tiple funding sources, includ-
ing federal, state or local
monies, nonprofit contribu-
tions, and private enterprises,”
Kwok says.

For now, housing advo-
cates are looking at ideas rang-
ing from raising local taxes to
implementing vacancies taxes
or partnering with nonprofits.
Meanwhile, people like Shastri
and Shameka are doing their
best to hold onto jobs in Lam-
orinda with dreams of a stable
place in the community to lay
their heads each evening.
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Increase the sales price of your house
using the Compass Concierge Program!

Did you know?.... Compass will provide
funds at no interest for Improvements made
prior to sale.

Bfefor-e.... ':-

We will help you coordinate all of the work, choose finishes, and select
vendors as we prepare your house for the market.

We will also provide complimentary professional staging of the property
to help you achieve the highest possible sales value.

Give us a call if you would like to discuss how this great program works
and how we can make it all happen for you!

Elena Hood
925.254.3030
Elena@Orinda.com
BRE: 1221247
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REAL ESTATE GROUP

Lafayette | Moraga | Orinda

é Compass is a licensed real estate broker and abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws. All material presented herein is intended for informational purposes only. Information is compiled from sources
deemed reliable but is subject to errors, omissions, changes in price, condition,sale, or withdraw without notice. No statement is made as to accuracy of any description. All measurements and square
footages are approximate. Exact dimensions can be obtained by retaining the services of an architect or engineer. This is not intended to solicit property already listed.

Bookmark contest returns

to LLLC

The Friends of the Lafayette
Library and Learning Center
invite all Lafayette K-8 stu-
dents to create an original
bookmark illustrating a fa-
vorite book. Entry forms will
be distributed to Lafayette
public schools and St. Per-
petua School. Additional
forms will be available at the
Lafayette Library and the

Friend’s Corner Book Store.
The contest opens on Feb. 11
and all entries are due at the
Library by March 4. Winners
will be announced on April 27
at the Library and winning
bookmarks will be on display
at the Library and bookstore
as well as handed out to Li-
brary patrons.

Lafayette
Public
Meetings

LAFAVETEE

City Council

Regular Meeting

Monday, Feb. 28, 7 p.m.
Teleconference via City of Lafayette's
You Tube Channel:
http://bit.ly/LoveLafayetteYouTube

Planning Commission
Meeting

Tuesday, Feb. 22, 7 p.m.
Teleconference Meeting via Love

Lafayette YouTube
http://bit.ly/LoveLafayetteYouTube

Design Review

Wednesday, Feb. 23, 7 p.m. Zoom
Teleconference Meeting via Love
Lafayette YouTube
http://bit.ly/LoveLafayetteYouTube

GALLEGOS BOAMAN GROUP

PREMIER LISTINGS
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Thinking of selling? We can help you!
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3230 Burton Court | Lafayette
Offered at $3,495,000

3 RE Baths

a 5 Beds

i 34esar ‘ & 75 Acres

529 Morecroft Road | Lafayette
Offered at $2,795,000

a 5 Beds ‘ 3.5 Baths

i 39sar ‘ Qo 64 Acres

Ranked in Top 1% of Realtors in Contra Costa County

Christine Gallegos | Amy S. Boaman
Gallegos Boaman Group
925.878.2883 | 925.997.6808

DRE# 01896511 | DRE# 01433269
gallegosboaman@compass.com
gallegosboaman.com

COMPASS

real estate broker licensed by the State of California and abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws. License Number 01527235. All material presented herein is intended for informational purposes only and is compiled from sources deemed
Cha jtion, sale or withdrawal may be made without notice. No statement is made as to the accuracy of any description. All measurements and square footages are approximate. If your property is

NOW IS THE TIME TO SELL!

CALL US FOR A HOME EVALUATION 925997.6808




